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The West Edge
by Sydney Elliott

Unbeaten Paths

by Andy Rusnak

The Banality of Memory 
by Andrew Rusnak 
“With hundreds of victims, Engel waited naked in a slow-moving line for his 
head to be shaved and the numbers 84009 to be tattooed on his left forearm.”

Vikings, History, and the Search for Ourselves
by Terri L. Barnes
“It begged the question: what drives our fascination with these people who lived 
so long ago,…?”

Beneath the Veil:  

Symbolic Iconography of Etruscan Sarcophagi 
by Amy Knapp
“Social status, where individuals were identified by both clan and wealth, had a 
significant impact on both their life and death.”

The Interdisciplinary Juxtaposition  

of Richard Wright and Zora Neale Hurston  
by Jack Lawlor and David Leight 
“Historical social and environmental factors impacted both writers, and both 
sought to define their identities…” 

Roethke’s "My Papa’s Waltz": A Waltz Macabre  
by Eli Merchant
“The dread experienced by the child in Theodore Roethke’s ‘My Papa’s Waltz’ is 
not immediately apparent, at least not on a first reading….”

On Human Nature in the Digital Age
by Donavan S. Muir
“This new age of digital technologies brings with it a radical shift in how human 
beings experience and understand the world in which they dwell.”
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Wi-Fi in the Wilderness 
by Chris Jensen
“Gone were acorn, dandelion, fern, heather, heron, ivy, nectar, pasture, and willow.”

Declaration for Your Bones 
by Scott Ash 

Cabin Fever
by Emily Sohmer Tai
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Scott Ash is a full Professor of English at Nassau Community College 
in Garden City, NY, where he has taught since September 1996. He 
teaches composition and various courses in American Literature, and 
he has published and presented on a variety of topics including Kurt 
Vonnegut, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Stephen King, vampires, and American 
utopianism. He earned his BA from Brown University and his MA and 
PhD from the University of Rochester. 

Terri Barnes teaches History at Portland Community College’s Rock 
Creek Campus in Portland, Oregon, where she is also a department 
chair for Social Science. She earned her graduate degree in History 
from Portland State University. Her research interests are focused on 
Scandinavia during the Viking Age, as well as late-medieval and early-
modern England.

Chris Jensen has taught for the English Department at Portland 
Community College for seventeen years at the Rock Creek campus. His 
teaching interests include eco-composition and the Bible as Literature. 
He has worked as a newspaper reporter, whitewater river guide, and 
ranger-naturalist in Yosemite National Park.

Amy Knapp teaches at Clark State Community College in Springfield, 
OH. She teaches courses in American History, Western Civilization, 
Art History, and Appreciation of the Arts. In 2012, she was one of 24 
scholars selected to take part in the CCHA/NEH Seminar Etruscans and 
the Early Roman City, which took place at various locations in Italy. In 
2015, she was awarded the CCHA Affiliated Fellowship at the American 
Academy in Rome, where she was able to examine multiple artifacts 
and utilize both the AAR and Vatican libraries to polish my research 
of Etruscan sarcophagi, veiled female effigies, and funerary iconography. 
“My research plays a predominant role in my ability to engage students, 
and encourage them to travel, research, and discover.”

John M. Lawlor, Jr. taught part-time at Reading Area Community 
College from 1976 until 1990 when he took a full time position. He 
retired on December 31, 2015 with emeritus status. He served as professor 
of history, division chair and director of instructional technology. In 
1999, the National Archives selected him as Constitutional Community 
member to design American history digital lesson plans. As fellow and 

Contributors
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mentor at the Community College Humanities Association/NEH/
Library of Congress American Cities/Public Spaces Institutes, he researched 
Progressive Era safety in public places and the arts in the temperance 
movement topics. The Pennsylvania Humanities Council named 
him “Commonwealth Speaker” for this project in 2008. In 2014 and 
2015, he served as mentor for the CCHA/NEH/Library of Congress/
National Archives/Smithsonian Institute On Native Ground summer 
institute. Having served as consultant on the Central Pennsylvania 
African American Museum (CPAAM)-Pennsylvania State University 
Civil Rights oral history project, CPAAM recognized him in 2016 for 
community service. In 2016, the Community College Eastern Division 
awarded him “Distinguished Humanities Educator” recognition. 
Current activities include volunteering as a consultant for the Education 
Department at the National Archives, frequently working in the Boeing 
Education Center, and continuation of the Veterans History Project at 
RACC in conjunction with the Library of Congress American Folk Life 
Center. He is video editor for the Amending America Conversations 
#RightsAndJustice at the National Archives.

David Leight is a professor of English in the Communications, Arts, 
and Humanities Division at Reading Area Community College in 
Pennsylvania, where he also serves as Coordinator of College-Level 
Writing and teaches English Composition I and II, Technical Writing, 
Writing for the Media, and American Literature II.  He co-chaired his 
college’s most recent Middle States Self-Study and has served as a co-chair 
of multiple General Education review committees.  He has presented 
at CCHA, NeMLA, TYCA Northeast, and Transitions & Transactions.  
His most recent research has focused on Ernest Hemingway’s response to 
the 1935 Labor Day hurricane in the Florida Keys and on Mark Twain’s 
evolving interest in William “Buffalo Bill” Cody and Native Americans.  
His current research has focused on the experimental playwright Virgil 
Geddes and the theatre of the 1930s.  He was recently elected to the 
MLA Delegate Assembly as a representative of community colleges.

Eli Merchant (Ph.D. New York University) is Professor Emeritus of 
English Literature at Queensborough Community College, and former 
editor Beacon: A Literary Journal. He has published articles and stories in 
various magazines and journals.



98 Community College Humanities Review

Donavan S. Muir is an Adjunct Professor of Philosophy at Miramar 
College and Palomar College in San Diego, California. He possesses an 
M.A. in Philosophy from San Diego State University with a concentration 
in 20th Century Continental Philosophy and the Philosophy of 
Technology. He is also a member of the Community College Humanities 
Association (CCHA), the Society for Phenomenology and Existential 
Philosophy (SPEP), and the Society for Asian and Comparative 
Philosophy (SACP).

Andrew Rusnak was a stringer for several weeklies while earning a B.S. 
in English from Towson University. As a technical writer, manufacturing 
and quality engineer for an aerospace company, he wrote research 
reports, process plans, training curricula, and repair dispositions as 
well as coordinated basic literacy and writing programs. Returning to 
journalism, he covered the White House, Capital Hill, the EPA and DoE, 
writing on environmental remediation technology, renewable energy, and 
nuclear and hazardous waste cleanup. As an association Communications 
Director, he edited trade magazines and peer-reviewed journals, and 
managed online content covering the composites industry. He wrote 
hard news, features, profiles, histories, speeches, and script. From the 
Johns Hopkins University, he has a Masters in Liberal Arts/History of 
Ideas and a Masters in Writing. He also has a Masters in Modern Studies 
from Loyola University. He is Associate Professor of English and teaches 
contextualized STEM-focused composition at his alma mater, the 
Community College of Baltimore County. He also serves as Executive 
Director of the Community College Humanities Association. 

Emily Sohmer Tai (Ph.D. Harvard University) is an associate professor 
of History at Queensborough Community College.  From 2002-2015, 
she served on the CCHA Publication division. She continues to serve as 
the Intake Editor of the Community College Humanities Review.
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Photo Credits
The Banality of Memory
Banner: Untitled, from RonPorter. Public domain. 

https://pixabay.com/en/birkenau-auschwitz-concentration-402324/
Portraits (1-7): from the Charleston County Public Library.  

http://holocaustarchives.cofc.edu/panels/engel/index.html

Vikings, History, and the Search for Ourselves
Banner: “viking," from jon jordon. Commercial use. 

https://flic.kr/p/dUoYV3     https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
Swords: Untitled, from keeshu at Morguefile. Commercial use.  

https://morguefile.com/p/48734
Boat: "Wikingerschiff Oslo," from Hofi0006. Commercial use. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikingerschiff_Oslo.jpg

Beneath the Veil: Symbolic Iconography Etruscan Sarcophagi
Banner, Figures 6-7: "Etruscan Terracotta Sarcophagus of Larthia Seianti," from Carole Raddato. 

https://flic.kr/p/QDiKvk     https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
Figure 1-2: Sarcophagus of the Spouses, from Amy Knapp. Used with permission.
Figure 3: "Tomba Claudio Bettini" from Francesco Mapelli. Commercial use. 

https://flic.kr/p/6Vxvrj   https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
Figure 4: "Female Sarcophagus," from Amy Knapp. Used with permission.
Figure 5: "Etruscan Sarcophagus-BM-2" from Jononmac46. Commercial use. 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6c/Etruscan_Sarcophagus-BM-2.JPG      
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

The Interdisciplinary Juxtaposition of Richard Wright and Zora Neale Hurston
Banner: Untitled, from Pexels. Public domain.  

https://pixabay.com/en/antique-classic-retro-typewriter-1867444
Zora Neale Hurston (1-3): from the Library of Congress. Public domain.  

1) http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2004672085/ 
2) http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2007660101/  
3) http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2004663047/

Richard Wright (1-2): from the Library of Congress. Public domain. 
1) http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/owi2001029466/PP/ 
2) http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/owi2001029486/PP/

Marker: "Richard Wright historical marker, Natchez, MS," from Billy Hathorn. Commercial use. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3ARichard_Wright_historical_marker%2C_
Natchez%2C_MS_IMG_6941.JPG        https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Roethke's "My Papa's Waltz": A Waltz Macabre
Banner: Untitled, from Jeff Drongowski. Commercial use. 

https://flic.kr/p/9sHXmF   https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

On Human Nature
Banner: Untitled, from fancycrave1. Public domain. 

https://pixabay.com/en/smart-watch-apple-technology-style-821571/
Table: Untitled, from Unsplash. Public domain. 

https://pixabay.com/en/office-meeting-business-partners-336368/
Girl: Untitled, from Pexels. Public domain. 

https://pixabay.com/en/adult-city-girl-indoors-laptop-2179262/
iPhone: Untitled, from Pexels. Public domain. 

https://pixabay.com/en/iphone-smartphone-technology-mockup-1283304/

Wi-Fi in the Wilderness
Banner: Untitled, from Steven_Sandner. Commercial use.
 https://flic.kr/p/ecVo44   https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/
Forest: Untitled, from smellypuppy. Public Domain.
 https://pixabay.com/en/forest-birch-spring-sunbeam-2165356/

Declaration for Your Bones
Banner: “_GBD1250_coldgrunge," from Gabriele Diwald. Commercial use.
 https://flic.kr/p/dfkuTL     https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

Cabin Fever
Banner: Untitled, from Unsplash. Public domain. 

https://pixabay.com/en/cabin-forest-seclusion-outdoor-1081733/

Misc: Anatomy
Cover: Gray's Anatomy plate 407, from Bartleby. Public domain. 

http://www.bartleby.com/107/indexillus.html
Illustration 1: "Page 174" by Vesalius, from Wellcome Library. Commercial use. 

https://wellcomeimages.org/indexplus/image/L0063837.html 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Illustrations 2-9: Gray's Anatomy plates, from Bartleby. Public domain. 
http://www.bartleby.com/107/indexillus.html



Proposals now being accepted on our website. Presentation tracks include the following:

Accommodations and Reservations:
Rooms are available at the Renaissance Baltimore Harborplace Hotel at the conference 
rate of $179 per night (book by 10/19/2017 for this rate). Located in Baltimore’s beautiful 
Inner Harbor District, the hotel has access to many amenities within walking distance or 
a short cab ride. Hotel information and more is available online at www.cchumanities.org.

Who Should Attend and Present:
Anyone involved in the humanities in any way (as educators or otherwise) is invited to 
present at and/or attend the conference. Questions? Contact us: 2017CCHA@gmail.com.

 For More Information: 
www.CCHumanities.org

2017 National 
Conference

CALL FOR PROPOSALS
Now Accepting Early Registrations

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND: November 9 – 11
 

Renaissance Baltimore Harborplace Hotel

• Digital Humanities
• Culture & Diversity
• Evaluating Media
• Information Literacy 

• Social Justice
• Critical Thinking
• STEM / STEAM
• Civic Engagement 

& Democracy 

• Traditional Humanities
• Environmental Issues
• The Arts
• Social Media

Breaking Boundaries: The Humanities Reimagined
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